
  Year 4 - Medium Term Plan – Lights, Camera, Action! 

Intended Outcome of Topic 
Children will produce and rehearse an end of term performance, The Lion King. The parents will be invited to watch.  
The children will all play a part in the production (acting or non-acting) and will create props and costumes.  

SMSC Links 
 

 

Subject Week beginning  Week beginning  Week beginning  Week beginning  Week beginning  Week beginning  

Engage/ 
Develop/ 
Innovate/ 
Express 

Engage/ Develop/ Innovate/ 
Express 

Engage/ Develop/ Innovate/ Express Engage/ Develop/ Innovate/ 
Express 

Engage/ Develop/ Innovate/ 
Express 

Engage/ Develop/ Innovate/ Express Engage/ Develop/ Innovate/ Express 

English Genre: Persuasion (to prepare 
for public speaking 
competition)  
 
Text: various persuasive letters 
used as good examples.  
 
Phase of writing: speaking, 
listening and writing.  
 
Focus: To prepare for the 
public speaking competition, 
the children will look at 
persuasive arguments for their 
chosen topic and write a 
persuasive letter about these. 
Topics are ‘arts should be 
taught more in school’ and 
‘children should have a laptop 
instead of a pen and paper’.  
 
Objectives: 
-Read examples of persuasive 
texts( e.g. newspaper 
comment, headlines, adverts, 
fliers) to compare writing 
which informs and persuades 
-Understand how writing can 
be adapted for different 
audiences and purposes 
-Use emotive and persuasive 
language  
-construct a persuasive 
argument  
 
Grammar:  
-use adverbs and adverbial 
phrases, punctuated with a 
comma 
-use modal verbs to suggest 
ambiguity  
- use paragraphs to organise 
ideas 
-include rhetorical questions 

Genre:  Take One book  
 
Text: Leon and the Place Between  
 
Phase of writing: speaking, listening 
and writing. 
 
Focus: children will read Leon and 
the Place between, this is a story 
book which tells the story of a boy 
who goes on an adventure when 
watching a circus performance. 
Children will read sections of the 
book over two weeks and write in 
role, write descriptively, make 
predictions, evaluate the 
story/characters and perform 
sections of the book.  
 
Objectives: 
-give reasons for opinions 
- explain how writers use figurative 
and descriptive language to create 
images and atmosphere 
- collect rich and varied vocabulary 
to be applied in writing 
-use tone, intonation and pitch to 
perform a text 
-empathise with characters in stories 
-evaluate an author’s view point 
 
 
Grammar:  
-use expanded nun phrases 
-use adverbs and adverbial phrases, 
punctuated with a comma 
- use paragraphs to organise ideas 
-use speech punctuation accurately, 
including inverted commas, new 
speaker new line and commas for 
reporting clauses.  
-use descriptive and figurative 
language  

Genre: Take One book  
 
Text: Leon and the Place 
Between 
 
Phase of writing: planning, 
writing and editing  
 
Focus: children will read Leon 
and the Place between, this is 
a story book which tells the 
story of a boy who goes on 
an adventure when watching 
a circus performance. 
Children will read sections of 
the book over two weeks and 
write in role, write 
descriptively, make 
predictions, evaluate the 
story/characters and perform 
sections of the book.  
 
Objectives: 
-give reasons for opinions 
- explain how writers use 
figurative and descriptive 
language to create images 
and atmosphere 
- collect rich and varied 
vocabulary to be applied in 
writing 
-use tone, intonation and 
pitch to perform a text 
-empathise with characters in 
stories 
-evaluate an author’s view 
point 
 
 
Grammar:  
-use expanded nun phrases 
-use adverbs and adverbial 
phrases, punctuated with a 
comma 

Genre: Play scripts  
 
Text: Macbeth  
 
Phase of writing: reading and 
speaking  
 
Focus: children will spend this 
week looking at the Macbeth 
play script and completing 
various reading speaking tasks 
to understand the story and the 
characters.  
 
Objectives: 
-Summarise important events 
in a story (lesson 1, looking at 
overview of the story) 
-read a play script with 
appropriate intonation 
-investigate and collect 
sentences that arose mood and 
create tension 
-work in role to interview 
characters and make 
predictions  
-participate in discussions, 
improvisations and debates 
-evaluate the script and 
performance for dramatic 
influence and effect 
 
 
Grammar:  
-use prepositions to describe 
locations 
-use adverbs  
-use verb tenses with 
increasing accuracy  
-use speech punctuation 
accurately, including inverted 
commas, new speaker new line 
and commas for reporting 
clauses.  

Genre: Play scripts  
 
Text: Macbeth 
 
Phase of writing: writing and 
planning 
 
Focus: children will take inspiration 
from Macbeth to write their own 
play script, using features and 
devices they have learnt about.  
 
Objectives: 
-review structure and features of 
play scripts 
-write play scripts using known 
stores as basis 
-investigate and collect sentences 
that arose mood and create tension 
-revise and re-draft work to bring to 
a presentational standard 
 
Grammar:  
-use prepositions to describe 
locations 
-use adverbs  
-use verb tenses with increasing 
accuracy  
 

 

Genre: Play scripts  
 
Text: The Lion King  
 
Phase of writing: performing and 
speaking.  
 
Focus: The children will compare 
Macbeth to The Lion King and look at 
the structure of the two play scripts and 
how they are similar and different. They 
will also look at performance techniques 
to prepare them for their performance.   
 
Objectives: 
-review structure and features of play 
scripts 
-compare and contracts play scripts 
-speaks audibly and fluently with an 
increasing command of Standard 
English    
-participates in discussions, 
presentations, performances, role play, 
improvisations and debates 
-selects and uses appropriate registers 
for effective communication 
-read aloud own writing, to a group or 
the whole class, using appropriate 
intonation and controlling the tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear 
 
Grammar:  
-understand the significance of word 
order -use prepositions to describe 
locations 
-use adverbs  
-use verb tenses with increasing 
accuracy  

 

 
 

 



-interest the reader by 
addressing them directly 
-re-read own writing to check 
for grammatical sense  

-use verb tenses with increasing 
accuracy  
 
 
 

- use paragraphs to organise 
ideas 
-use speech punctuation 
accurately, including inverted 
commas, new speaker new 
line and commas for reporting 
clauses.  
-use descriptive and figurative 
language  
-use verb tenses with 
increasing accuracy  
 

  
 

Spelling Focus: year 3 and 4 spelling 
words 
 

Focus: possessive apostrophes (with 
and without plurals) 
 

Focus: Homophones 
(scene/seen, mail/male, 
bawl/ball) 
 

Focus: year 3 and 4 spelling 
list 

Focus: Using a dictionary  Focus: Using a dictionary  

Reading Focus: Leon and the Place 
between  

Focus: Leon and the Place between Focus: Leon and the Place 
between 

Focus: Leon and the Place 
between and Macbeth  

Focus: Leon and the Place between 
and Macbeth 

Focus: Leon and the Place between 

Maths Focus based on White Rose 

Scheme: Fractions  

WALT:  
  
Recognise and show, using 
diagrams, families of common 
equivalent fractions.  

 Equivalent fractions  

 Fractions greater than 1 
 

Focus based on White Rose 

Scheme: Fractions  

WALT:  
  
Count up and down in hundredths; 
recognise that hundredths arise 
when dividing an object by one 
hundred and dividing tenths by ten.  
  
Add and subtract fractions with the 
same denominator  
  
Solve problems involving 
increasingly harder fractions to 
calculate quantities, and fractions to 
divide quantities, including non-unit 
fractions where the answer is a 
whole number.   
Count in fractions  
Add 2 or more fractions  
Subtract 2 fractions 

White Rose Unit: Fractions 

WALT: 
  
Add and subtract fractions 
with the same denominator  
  
Solve problems involving 
increasingly harder fractions 
to calculate quantities, and 
fractions to divide quantities, 
including non-unit fractions 
where the answer is a whole 
number.   

 Subtract from whole 
amounts 

 Calculate fractions of 
a quantity 

Problem solving – calculate 
quantities 

White Rose Unit: Decimals 

WALT: 
  

Recognise and write decimal 

equivalents of any number of 

tenths or hundredths. 

 Recognise tenths and 
hundredths 

 Tenths as decimals 

 Tenths on a place value 
grid 

Tenths on a number line 

White Rose Unit: Decimals 

WALT: 
  

Find the effect of dividing a one or 

two digit number by 10 or 100, 

identifying the value of the digits in 

the answer as ones, tenths and 

hundredths 

 Divide 1-digit by 10 

 Divide 2-digits by 10 
Hundredths 
 

White Rose Unit: Decimals 

WALT:  

  

Recognise and write decimal equivalents 
of any number of tenths or hundredths. 
  
Solve simple measure problems 
involving fractions and decimals to two 
decimal places. 
  
Find the effect of dividing a one or two 
digit number by 10 or 100, identifying 
the value of the digits in the answer as 
ones, tenths and hundredths 

 Hundredths as decimals 

 Hundredths on a place value 
grid 

Divide 1 or 2-digit numbers by 100 

Science 
Unit: 

Classifying 
Living Things 

and Their 
Habitats 

Lesson 1: WALT know how 
scientists classify animals 
* I know different ways we can 
classify animals into groups. 
  
** I can identify which groups 
some animals can be classified 
as. 
  
*** I can organise animals into 
different classification groups. 
 

Lesson 2: WALT understand the 
difference between vertebrates and 
invertebrates 
  
* I know what a vertebrate and 
invertebrate is. 
  
** I know the features of vertebrates 
and invertebrates. 
  
*** I can classify animals into 
vertebrate and invertebrate groups 
and make a scientific drawing. 

Lesson 3: WALT recognise 
features of cold-blooded 
reptiles 
  
* I know what a reptile and 
an amphibian is. 
  
** I know the features of an 
amphibian and reptile. 
  
*** I can explain how 
amphibians and reptiles are 
well adapted to their 
habitats. 

Lesson 4: : WALT recognise 
features of warm-blooded 
birds and animals 
  
* I can list a range of warm-
blooded animals. 
  
** I can describe some features 
of warm-blooded animals. 
  
*** I can explain how a warm 
blooded animal maintains 
body temperature. 

Lesson 5: WALT understand how 
fish are different from amphibians 
and reptiles 
  

* I can identify a range of common 

features found in fish. 

  

** I can describe the characteristics 

of a fish 

  

*** I can explain how fish are unique 
from amphibians and reptiles by 
comparing them. 

Lesson 6: WALT understand habitats 

  

* I can identify different habitats. 

  

** I can describe what is contained 

within a habitat (example: pond) 

  

*** I can explain how animals and 

plants are adapted for a certain habitat 

  

WALT carry out an investigation into a 

pond habitat 

  

* I can set up for the pond-dipping 

investigation 

  



** I can safely carry out the pond-

dipping investigation, observing the 

features of the habitat. 

  

*** I can observe the creatures and 

plants found during pond-dipping, and 

identify some of them. 

 

Computing WALT use search technologies 

effectively, appreciate how 

results are selected and 

ranked, and be discerning in 

evaluating digital content 

  

Linked to English, carry out 
research relating to their public 
speaking topic. 

WALT understand computer 

networks, including the internet 

  

Network Hunt (Barefoot 

Computing) 

* I can name devices on a computer 

network. 

  

* I can explain the purpose of certain 
devices on a computer network. 

WALT select, use and 
combine a variety of 
software on a range of 
digital devices to design and 
create a range of programs, 
systems and content that 
accomplish given goals, 
including collecting, 
analysing, evaluating and 
presenting data and 
information 

 take pictures of mime 
poses using an iPad. 

 Using an appropriate 
camera, demonstrate 
correct use, including: 
how to frame & take shot, 
use zoom, save & delete 
images, etc. 

 Edit & manipulate 
images. 

   

Geography  
 

WALT: Recognise that people have 

differing quality of life living in 

different locations and environments 

 

Discuss how the Lion King is set in 

Africa. Look at African countries and 

traditions and compare with 

countries in other continents. 

Children prepare a presentation 

about Africa and what they have 

learnt (taught over 2 lessons). 

 

WALT: Recognise that people 

have differing quality of life 

living in different locations 

and environments 

 

Discuss how the Lion King is 

set in Africa. Look at African 

countries and traditions and 

compare with countries in 

other continents. Children 

prepare a presentation about 

Africa and what they have 

learnt (taught over 2 lessons). 

 

   

History WALT: Research, record and 
present information relating to 
a period of study 
 
Children will research key 
people in the Hollywood walk 
of Fame and create a timeline 
of key figures from 1900 to 
present day, including key 
information found on a star 
template.  
 

WALT present information about a 
key historical figure (extended piece 
of writing) 
 
Children will learn about the life of 
Charlie Chaplin and the highs and 
lows of his career. They will write a 
biographical account of his life.  
 
 

WALT: empathise with people 
from the past (extended piece 
of writing) 
 
Children use sources of 
information to learn about 
famous actors an actress, 
they will then role play and 
write an interview with their 
chosen star.  

WALT: Research, record and 
present information clearly 
(extended piece of writing) 
 
 
Children watch The Lion King 
and after visit from reviewer, 
they will write their own review 
of the film and compare to the 
play script version. 

 WALT: empathise with important 
figures  
 
Children watch and read some Oscar 
acceptance speeches and 
nominations. Then using a writing 
frame, they will write an acceptance 
speech for winning an Oscar. Role 
play some at the end.  

 



Art & Design  WALT: Experiment with creating 
mood, feeling, movement and areas 
of interest by selecting appropriate 
materials and learnt techniques 
 
After learning about the Hollywood 
walk of Fame in history, the children 
will create their own star with a 
paint handprint to display in the 
corridor on the day of their 
performance.  

 WALT: Describe some of the 
key ideas, techniques and 
working practices of artists 
 
Children will learn about a 
variety of different set 
designers, including Richard 
Hudson, who designed the set 
for The Lion King 

WALT: Experiment with creating 
mood, feeling, movement and 
areas of interest by selecting 
appropriate materials and 
learnt techniques 
 
Children will create props and 
scenery for the performance.  

 WALT: Experiment with creating 
mood, feeling, movement and areas 
of interest by selecting appropriate 
materials and learnt techniques 
 
Children will create props and 
scenery for the performance. 

 

Design 
Technology 

   WALT: Experiment with creating 
mood, feeling, movement and 
areas of interest by selecting 
appropriate materials and 
learnt techniques 
 
Children will create props and 
scenery for the performance. 

WALT: Experiment with creating 
mood, feeling, movement and areas 
of interest by selecting appropriate 
materials and learnt techniques 
 
Children will create props and 
scenery for the performance. 

WALT: Experiment with creating mood, 
feeling, movement and areas of interest 
by selecting appropriate materials and 
learnt techniques 
 
Children will create props and scenery 
for the performance. 

Religious 
Education 

No R.E will be taught this half 
term because it was taught 
every week in Spring 1.  

 
 

    

PE Gymnastics 
Introduction Lesson 
WALT: 
1. Perform skills more 
accurately and consistently 
 2. Devise and perform a 
gymnastic sequence, showing 
a clear beginning, middle, and 
end 
  
Tennis 
Introduction Lesson 
WALT: 
1. Perform the basic skills 
needed for the games with 
control and accuracy 
2. Send a ball into space at 
different speeds and heights to 
make it difficult for opponent 

Gymnastics 
Key Shapes 
WALT: 
1. Apply and develop a broader range 
of skills  
2. Perform skills more accurately and 
consistently  
3. Recognise what they do well and 
what they find difficult 
  
Tennis 
Cooperative Rallies 
WALT: 
1. Keep the rally going using a range 
of shots 
2. Recognise and explain good 
performances 

Gymnastics 
Travelling 
WALT: 
 1. Show control, accuracy 
and fluency of movement 
when performing actions on 
their own  
2. Understand the link 
between heart rate and 
breathing when exercising 
  
Tennis 
Court Targets 
WALT: 
1. Hit the ball accurately 
towards a target 
2. Find and use space in 
game situations 

Gymnastics 
Creating Sequences 
WALT: 
1. Perform a range of actions 
and agilities with consistency, 
fluency and clarity of 
movement  
2. Create, perform and repeat 
sequences that include changes 
of dynamics e.g. changes of 
level, speed or direction 
  
Tennis 
Rules of Mini Tennis 
WALT: 
1. Keep and follow the rules of 
games 
2. Describe how their bodies 
feel when exercising 
 
 

Gymnastics 
Partner Work 
WALT: 
1. Collaborate with others  
2. Show control, accuracy and 
fluency of movement when 
performing actions with a partner  
3. Combine actions to make 
sequences with changes of speed, 
level and direction, and clarity of 
shape 
  
Tennis 
Singles Games 
WALT: 
1. Apply basic principles suitable for 
attacking 
2. Hit a ball into space at different 
speeds and heights to make it 
difficult for opponent 
3. Learn how to evaluate and 
recognise their own success 

Gymnastics 
Final Lesson 
WALT: 
1. Perform skills more accurately and 
consistently 
2. Devise and perform a gymnastic 
sequence, showing a clear beginning, 
middle, and end 
 
Tennis 
Final Lesson 
WALT: 
1. Perform the basic skills needed for the 
games with control and accuracy 
2. Send a ball into space at different 
speeds and heights to make it difficult 
for opponent 

PHSE Focus: Healthy Me 
WALT: understand how 
friendship groups are formed 
and how I fit into them 
 

Focus: Healthy Me 
WALT: understand the different roles 
in group dynamics  

 
 
 

Focus: Healthy Me 
WALT: understand some of 
the facts about smoking and 
the reasons why some people 
smoke 

 
 

Focus: Healthy Me 
WALT: understand the effects 
that alcohol has on a person’s 
health 

 
 

Focus: Healthy Me 
WALT: recognise ways in which 
people may put others under 
pressure and how to deal with this.  

 
 

Focus: Healthy Me 
WALT: describe our inner strength and 
assertiveness   

 
 

Other Details 
e.g. visits 

 Guest speaker coming in to talk to 
the children about reviewing plays 
and performances.  

 Friday 20th- Public Speaking 
Competition  

 Thursday 2nd March- Performance 
 

 


